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Follow-up to 

British Academy Review of Postgraduate Studies

Response from the ASMCF

· How would you define ‘endangered’ and ‘emerging’ subject areas?

Our association exists to promote the study of all aspects relating to modern and contemporary France.  Thus, there is a natural expectation that new subject areas will  emerge, corresponding to developments in French society and culture.  We welcome this diversity as part of the necessary renewal of the disciplines involved, although it may well involve the abandonment of some areas which had traditionally been part of the scope of enquiry.  We would define ‘endangered’ subject areas, from our point of view, as those which are necessary for a full understanding of modern and contemporary France.   In our view, the main danger comes from the general crisis impacting on the future of modern foreign languages in the UK.  

· Is this a problem that your society/ association has recognised and has any established assessment of? If so, could you send copies of your reports to the Academy please? 

Our association is particularly concerned about the impact of the decline in the study of the French language and, consequently in the extent of language competence and ability to work from documents in French, upon the ability to engage in study and research, relevant to modern and contemporary France.   This is not a problem which is limited to French departments, but has an impact on study and research related to France, carried out in a variety of departments, where, in some cases, the drift to a total reliance on English as a medium of research has become a threat to the academic credibility of such research.

· How best can we seek to identify these subjects?

In the light of the serious crisis we are facing, we believe that our whole field is at risk, rather than any particular subject areas within it.

· Can you suggest any quantitative measures that could be used to identity ‘endangered’ and ‘emerging’ subject areas? [e.g. survey heads of department’]

There are a number of quantitative measures which could be applied: numbers of postgraduate students researching a particular subject area; number of research funding applications in a particular area; census of research journals and other publications, to determine interest in a particular subject area; extent to which particular subject areas are offered in the undergraduate and postgraduate curriculum, and changes in the offer; analysis of RAE submissions; number of conferences held on a particular theme, etc.  With regard to the specific suggestion of a survey of heads of department, it is felt that, while this would certainly provide useful data, it would not give an accurate picture across the board and would probably be influenced by the concerns of university management.  Any such survey would, in any event, need to involve other departments, in addition to French or French Studies Departments.  As a result of the multidisciplinary nature of our field of study, our members are located in a variety of departments, i.e. not only French Studies, but also European Studies, politics, economics, history, cultural studies departments, amongst others.  The recent closure or merger of departments in which our research areas were housed is also a factor which needs to be taken into account.

· Are there any specific fields within your discipline that you feel are particularly endangered by recruitment and/ or retention problems?

This association perceives this as a general problem across the board, related to the endangered position of the French language in the school and higher education curriculum.

· Do you have any information on the numbers of postgraduate research students and academic staff within your discipline, and the numbers that are thought necessary to replenish the profession?

As an association, we do not maintain this type of data for the discipline as a whole.  We only retain information relating to our membership.

· Are you aware of other sources of information or past studies that have been undertaken that may have a bearing on this issue?

The University Council for Modern Languages has collected much information regarding the crisis in languages generally and French in particular, which may be consulted at their website: www.ucml.org.uk.  The Association of University Heads and Professors of French also has a number of documents which may be consulted at their website: www.bristol.ac.uk/auphf/.
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